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CENTER CHURCH. 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. 
Exterior restored, 1912. 








TWO INTERESTING 
RESTORATIONS OF OLD 
NEW ENGLAND CHURCHES 


Our members will be much interested 
in the restoration recently accom- 
plished of two of New England’s most 
interesting churches, namely, Christ 
Church in Boston, and Center Church 
in New Haven, Conn. 


CHRIST CHURCH 


Christ Church on Salem Street, in 
the North End of Boston, had gradually 
lost its constituency to suburban 
churches, while the old homes in the 
neighborhood were being taken by 
Jews and Italians. The ownership of 
the church fell finally into the hands 
of ten pew holders, of whom two died 
soon after, and the others offered to 
place the control of the church in the 
hands of Bishop Lawrence, by selling 
pews to persons designated by him. 

Christ Church, completed in 1723, 
is not only the oldest Episcopalian 
Church in Boston, but the oldest 
church building of any religious de- 
nomination. It is also associated with 
historical events of national impor- 
tance. Bishop Lawrence therefore 
felt that the church should be restored 
as far as possible to its ancient form 
and beauty. In this work he has had 
the sympathy and co-operation of 
Mr. R. Clipston Sturgis and Mr. 
Henry C. Ross, two well-known Boston 
architects. Funds for the purpose 
have been subscribed very generously, 
not alone by Episcopalians but by 
Bostonians who feel that the church 
is of more than denominational 
interest. 

Here Paul Revere practised bell 
ringing as a boy, and later, at his 
request, the signal lights were hung 
from the steeple (not the present 
steeple, but that blown down in 1805) 
to warn the countryside that the 
British were marching on Lexington 
and Concord. Here was buried Major 
John Pitcairn, wounded at Bunker 
Hill, and here lies Commander Nichol- 


son, first commander of the frigate 
Constitution. 

The exterior coat of paint has been 
removed by the sand-blast process, 
revealing the natural color of the 
bricks. The floor beams have been 
strengthened, and the box pews have 
been restored approximately to their 
condition in 1723, the original hinges, 
doors and panelling being used as far 
as possible. The chancel has been 
deepened to its original form, and the 
large window, unknown to this genera- 
tion, has been opened, so that it now 
appears as it did in the Burgis view 
before the Revolution. Sixty-five pew 
doors bear plates each with the name of 
the first owner and the date, given 
by the Massachusetts Society of 
Colonial Dames. On the walls are 
marble commemorative tablets telling 
the history of the church spire, the 
bells, and the important facts in the 
lives of the clergymen and prominent 
men who have been connected with 
the church since its foundation. 

The vestry, formerly of wood, and 
a source of danger from fire, has been 
rebuilt of brick. The parish house, 
now known as the Catherine Hay 
House, in memory of a _ benefactor 
who was socially prominent during the 
Revolutionary period, has been re- 
paired and made attractive, and the 
vard, which was formerly dirty and 
unsanitary, is now a charming flower 
garden with brick walks and shrub- 
bery, hemmed in by a wall which 1s to 
be covered with vines. 

The church will be open free to 
visitors, although only those who 
purchase the new handbook will prob- 
ably be permitted to visit the steeple, 
and the crypt where over one thousand 
people have been buried. 


CENTER CHURCH 


The history of the restoration of the 
exterior of Center Church, New Haven, 
is the usual history of opposition to 
making a change. About a year ago, 
Mr. Thomas Hooker, Jr., a descendant 
of Thomas of Hartford, took the 
treasurership of the church, and felt 
that the exterior of the building should 
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be put in order as it was very shabby. 
By patient work he raised the neces- 
sary money and offered it to the 
society’s committee for the purpose, 
informing them that it was not avail- 
able for painting the church, and if 
that were to be done the money would 
have to be provided in some other 
way. Finally the society agreed to the 
restoration, though somewhat reluc- 





tantly. It has beena brilliant success 
and gives universal satisfaetion. 

The work of restoring the exterior 
of the building has been in charge 
of Mr. L. W. Robinson, a New Haven 
architect and a member of the Ameri- 
can Institute. The coat of paint 
originally applied in 1845 was removed 
by Mr. Waples of Boston, who had 
previously gained valuable experience 
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CHRIST CHURCH, BOSTON. 
THE BUST OF WASHINGTON. 
At one side of the chancel is a bust representing George 
Washington, that was presented to the church in 1815 by 
Shubael Bell, Esq., senior warden. This monument is called 


the first memorial to Washington erected in a public place. 
Rumor reports Lafayette to have said of it, ‘‘ Yes, that is the 
man I knew, and more like him than any other portrait.’’ 
(See guide to the church, p. 27.) 
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CHRIST 





CHURCH, 
View towards the chancel before restoration. 


Courtesy Mr. Jas. J. Rudd 


BOSTON. 
Showing the slip pews, side aisles, 


modern pulpit in modern location, diminished size of chancel semi-circle, and closed 


chancel windows. 


in this kind of work by cleaning off 
the paint on the Old State House, 
State Street, Boston. 

The architect of Center Church 
was Ithiel Town, who was selected 
for this work in 1812. The church 
was finished in 1815. 

The interior of the church is abso- 
lutely unchanged, except that some 
of the old wooden urns of the balus- 
trade have been replaced by copper 
urns of exactly the same design. Only 
a short time ago it was proposed to 
remove the balustrade altogether, 
which would have mutilated the design 
seriously. 

The renovation of the interior of 
Center Church is also projected and 
will be an excessively difficult problem 
on account of the stained glass win- 
dows. When the new chapel was 
built two or three years ago, it was 
proposed that the windows should 
be made to correspond in size with the 
windows of the church, so that the 
stained glass windows could be re- 
moved to the chapel, but unfortu- 


nately that was not done, so there seems 
now to be no way of disposing of 
them, although the congregation would 
like above all else to do so. 

A very interesting article on I[thiel 
Town may be read in Art and Progress 
for September, 1912. It was written 
by Mr. George Dudley Sevmour, than 
whom no one worked harder for the 
restoration of Center Church to the 
condition in which Mr. Town left it. 


It is pleasant to know that the 
restoration of the Old South Mecting 
House in Boston is probably to be 
put through this coming year. Messrs. 
Bigelow and Wadsworth are the archi- 
tects in charge, with Mr. Arthur L. 
Leach in immediate supervision of the 
work. The restoration of the United 
Church in New Haven is being strong]\ 
urged and may also be soon under- 
taken. 

Two other interesting buildings con- 
nected with religious work in New 
England are also in need of attention. 
One of these, the West Roxbury 
Meeting House, should appeal strongly 


CHRIST CHURCH, 
View towards the chancel, after restoration. 





Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co., Boston. 


BOSTON. 
Showing square pews, middle aisle, 


old-fashioned pulpit and sounding board in original position, original size of chancel 


and reopened chancel window. 


to Unitarians the country over, for 
it was the scene of Theodore Parker’s 
epochal pastorate. A mortgage on 
the property threatens to be soon fore- 
closed, and those interested in saving 
the structure should correspond 
promptly with Dr. Charles F. Nichols, 
74+ Boylston Street, Boston. 


THE RESTORATION 


In carrying out the restoration ot 
Christ Church an effort was made to 
do nothing without definite knowledge 
of former conditions, and careful 
examination generally brought the 
desired information to light. 

With the exterior there was little 
difficulty. The church records showed 
the clapboards on the north side to 
have been put on in 1787, as that side 
was then exposed to the northern 
storms. The removal of these dis- 


closed the red bricks just as thev 
appear now, except for a little pointing. 
The rest of the brick work was cleaned 





The second building is the Glebe 
house, which is owned by the Episcopal 
Diocese of Connecticut. It is in a 
much neglected condition, although, as 
the scene of the choosing of the first 
Episcopal Bishop in the United States, 
it should appeal to Episcopalians all 
over the country. 


OF CHRIST CHURCH, BOSTON 


by scorching with a charcoal flame 
and then sandblasting. The wood 
trim and steeple were painted white. 
That white had been the former color 
was proved by finding white paint 
under the gray. The front door was 
quite modern and the new design 
follows that of the vestry door which 
dates back to about 1730. Although 
the circular head was quite probably 
covered with a fan shutter, it seemed 
wiser to omit this in order to admit 
additional light into the vestibule. 
When it came to the interior the 
arrangement of the pews was naturally 














the first question to consider. 


The 
church records stated definitely that 
in 1806 the square box pews had been 
changed to slip pews, thus doing away 
with the middle aisle, and there were 
plans showing the old arrangement, 
but unfortunately none of them were 


drawn to scale. An examination of 
the floor from below indicated that the 
original framing remained, so a strip 
of the existing pews and floor was 
ripped out clear across the church, 
disclosing the original floor built with 
the pews raised above the aisles and 
corresponding quite closely with the 
old plans. 

When the pews were all cleared out 
the floor sagged quite noticeably in 
spots and a careful examination showed 
that the floor timbers were almost 
entirely honeycombed with worm- 
holes. The 12”x 14” oak girders 7” 
oO. Cc. were repaired where necessary, 
and the 3” x 5” oak beams averaging 
15” o. c. were replaced with 2x6 
spruce. 

The tearing out of the pews also 
brought to light wall panelling built 
up to the height of the pews, originally 
arranged with two panels to a pew, 
and showing the variation in size 
between the north and south pews. 
When the slip pews had been put in, 
the backs had been nailed against this 
panelling quite regardless of the panels, 
which necessitated upholstering all the 
pews as mentioned in the records. 
This panelling was repaired or re- 
placed as necessary. The panel work 
in the aisles indicated that when 
the change was made the old doors 
had been retained and the other 
panels simply cut down to the desired 
size. The doors needed only oc- 
casional repairing, the other panels, 
however, had to be replaced. 

The dividing woodwork which ran 
down the centre of the church proved 
to be one of the former divisions, 
built two panels to a pew. It was 
repaired and is now dividing the pews 
to the south of the broad aisle. The 
panels of the other divisions had been 
cut in two, the upper part being used 
as backs for the long slip pews. New 








bottoms were added to these and they 
are now on the north side of the centre 
aisle. 

The panel work around the door 
leading into the vestry had been lathed 
and plastered, a door frame with a 
light door being put on the face of the 
opening. The panels on. the jambs 
indicated that the present outside 
vestry door had been there, the two 
top panels having been cut off when 
it was moved. Owing to the change 
of level in the vestry floor it was 1m- 
possible to duplicate exactly the old 
door, but it was copied with the bot- 
tom panels reduced to fit the space. 

In tearing out around the stairs 
leading to the galleries there were 
discovered not only holes in the brick 
work, which indicated more or less 
the arrangement of the former stair- 
way, but on each side was found the 
original plaster which had evidently 
come clear down to the steps and 
showed not only the tread but the 
rise and nosing of almost half the 
steps, making the working out of the 
whole stairs quite simple. 

The spaces assigned to the chancel 
and to the platform on which the 
pulpit stands are arranged as indicated 
by the floor framing. The pulpit 
was placed exactly under the spot 
where the sounding board formerly 
hung, a position which corresponded 
with that indicated on the old plan. 
An oak timber eight inches square 
was discovered in the roof space 
running from the east wall to the first 
truss. It was pinned to the truss 
by an oak pin over a foot long, and as 
pins were not used in any of the altera- 
tions, this indicated its age as con- 
temporaneous with the erection of the 
church. A hole in the centre seemed 
to have been for the iron rod support- 
ing the sounding board and is now 
being used for that purpose. The 
original pulpit had been given to the 
church at Otis, Mass., and it was 
hoped that it might be returned, but 
the one now at Otis being modern, it 
was necessary to design a new pulpit. 
In doing this the pulpit in Trinity 
Church, Newport, was to a certain 








extent used as a model, since it is 
probably quite like the original Christ 
Church pulpit, as the two churches 
were built only three years apart 
and are very similar, being the only 
two in America with superimposed 
columns. 

The most striking change is that in 
the chancel and the front of the church 
immediately adjoining. On _ tearing 
out the chancel there was found the 
bottom rail of earlier circular panelling, 
and when the rear of the church was 
sandblasted it was quite evident that 
the original circular apse had been 


CHRIST CHURCH, 


partly shut off. Investigation also 
showed that above the semi-dome of 
the chancel was another much older, 
beneath which were parts of the 
panelling as it now stands. This 
showed the width of the panels, and 
the location and width of the various 
rails were easily obtained from the 
stiles at either side, which had been 
left in place and used as furring on 
which to nail the laths. On tearing 
off the plaster at either side of the 


pilasters more panelling was revealed 
with practically all the vertical mem- 
bers in place, the panels and cross 
rails having been torn out at the time 
of building the chimneys which the 
pilasters covered. Other pieces of the 
panelling curved to fit the great brick 
arch were also found, indicating that 
the panels had continued up to the 
ceiling. When all the existing plaster- 
ing of the chancel was removed, the 
brick jambs and arch of the great east 
window were revealed, even with part 
of the woodwork still in place. 

The two galleries at either side of 








Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co., Boston. 
BOSTON. 

View from the pulpit towards the entrance, showing clearly the restored square 
pews and middle aisle. 


the organ, commonly known as the 
‘slave galleries,’’ were, as shown by 
the church records, built in 1831 by 
one of the wardens, to accommodate 
the Sunday School boys, who were 
somewhat disorderly and disturbed 
him. These galleries were removed 


since they detracted from the effect 
of the church by crossing the windows, 
and were quite inaccessible on account 
of the present size of the organ. 

The large candelabza date back to 








1723 and were simply cleaned. The 
electric fixtures on the front of the 
columns have just been made, and 
follow the style of the candelabra as 
closely as possible. 

The old Sunday School room had 
been rebuilt and twice added to within 
a century, the last addition covering 
up the old entrance to the tombs. 
Being of wooden frame construction, 
and the rear coming within six inches 
of a bakery, it was in constant danger 
of fire, so it seemed necessary to replace 
it with a brick structure, which was 
made no larger than necessary for 
the present needs of the parish. This 
comes out to the line of the building 
of thirty years ago, and leaves the old 
entrance to the tombs open. A new 
walk along the south side of the church, 
a paved court and a flight of brick 
steps make this entrance quite acces- 
sible and one is able to approach and 
enter the tombs as formerly. The 
thirty-seven tombs, containing the 
remains of over one thousand bodies, 
have been sealed and the basement 
thoroughly cleaned. 

Except for repainting the exterior 
woodwork, the tower has been practi- 
cally untouched. The stairs and a 
portion of the steeple were slightly 
repaired so that now, with better 
lighting, the ascent is quite safe. 

Money has also been raised to over- 
haul the bells—the “first ring”’ 
cast for this country —so that they 
can be pealed, as they were originally, 
besides being chimed as they are at 
present. 


H. C. ROSS. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT* 
MARCH 1, 1912 


The library of our Society has had 
a most encouraging year. Most of our 
gifts have been along the two lines 
which it has seemed best for us to 
make our specialties, namely, photo- 
graphs and picture post cards. With 
so many other libraries in the vicinity 


* Owning to Mr. Gay’s absence in Europe, 
this report could not be prepared in time to 
appear in the last Bulletin. 








it is foolish for us to compete with 
them along the ordinary lines. 

A complete list of donors from the 
foundation of the Society to March 
1, 1912, is printed herewith. 

The total number of photographs 
in our collection is now 521; of picture 
postcards 1,563; of books 51; of pam- 
phlets 252; of maps 10; and of miscel- 
laneous views 82. 

Following the established policy of 
the Trustees, nothing has been added 
to the library by purchase. Every- 
thing we have received has been given 
us. While this has resulted in the 
formation of a good and rapidly grow- 
ing collection, it still leaves our growth 
a matter of chance. There are numer- 
ous collections of New England views 
which we should have complete. That 
of Mr. Cousins, of Salem, numbers 
at least 2,000 views, and that of the 
Halliday Historic Photograph Co. 
several hundred. The cost of both 
collections is fifty cents per photo- 
graph, and we are scarcely likely to 
receive them all unless some one 
presents us with the purchase price. 

Another subject which may be 
called strictly library work, as its re- 
sults come to the library, is the photo- 
graphing and making measured draw- 
ings of old houses of merit. A set 
of such photographs of unusual extent, 
has just been taken, at the sugges- 
tion and expense of one of our mem- 
bers, of No. 40 Beacon Street, a fine 
house of 1818, which many suppose 
to have been designed by Bulfinch. 
The cost of the photographing was in 
this case about $25, and the cost of 
making measured plans would be 
between $25 and $50 more. At the 
outside, $100 would probably cover 
the cost of all the work connected 
with any one house. Accordingly, a 
fund of say $2,500 would serve as an 
endowment sufficient to preserve for- 
ever the appearance of one house per 
annum. I suggest this as a welcome 
form of endowment for the library, in 
which the photographs and measured 
drawings will be kept. 

I repeat my request of last year, that 
photographs, picture post cards, and 








views of all kinds, relating to New 
tngland, be presented to the library, 
and beg to be allowed to do my own 
discarding, for much that may seem to 
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others of no value becomes well worth 
keeping in its proper place in our 


collection. ERNEST L. GAY, 
Labrarian. 
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THE HELEN F. KIMBALL 


EMERGENCY FUND 


The Society received on October 30, 
1912, its first special fund apart from 
the Life Membership Fund. This 
gift is one of $1500 received from Miss 
Helen F. Kimball, of Brookline, for 
the creation of an emergency fund, 
which the Society has long needed. 

The object Miss Kimball had in 
mind was to create a fund which could 
be drawn on in case of need for im- 
mediate action when for any reason 
the usual method of procedure by 
action of the Board of Trustees might 
come too late to serve the object of 
preservation. Or again, it might be 
that the Society’s treasury was empty 
or that the exigencies of the occasion 
required that action be taken without 
rousing the least suspicion of the 
Society's interest. On all such and 
similar occasions the possession of 
such a fund would prove useful as 
a temporary make-shift. In _ order 
that the fund be kept intact it is under- 
stood that purchases made with its help 
are to be redeemed at cost price by 
the Society, thereby maintaining the 
integrity of the fund; or failing the 
possibility of so redeeming within 
reasonable time, the Society must dis- 
pose of the property purchased in 
order to make good the fund again, 
and should the proceeds by any chance 
not equal the costs, the fund shall not 
be available for further use until the 
deficit has been made up. 


In order that the fund may be 
promptly available, its management 
has been put into the hands of the 


Corresponding Secretary and _ the 
Treasurer, or in his absence the 


President or some other officer of the 


Society. In this way the fund be- 
comes available as soon as one of 


these officers has spoken to another 
to see that the proposed expenditure is 
approved of. 

The possession of this fund is 
already proving of inestimable benefit 
to the Society, and will doubtless be 
the means of preserving a large number 
of valuable antiquities which would 
otherwise be lost. It is to be hoped 
that the example set by Miss Kimball 
will be followed by others, so that we 
shall soon find ourselves in possession 
of a number of special funds. The 
need of them is very great indeed in 


every department of the Society’s 
work —- the library, the museum and 


the preservation of old houses, and 
the variety of subjects to which they 
may be made applicable is almost 
innumerable. 

As a result of this generous gift Miss 
Kimball was eligible for election as a 
patron of this Society, and the election 
took place at the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees held November 13, 
1912, this being the second election of 
a patron to the Society, Miss Meyer 
being the first. 





some specific object. 


forever assured 





The Society is in urgent need of endowment funds, 
both large sums for unrestricted use and small sums for 
Of the latter variety is the fund just 
received from Miss Helen F. Kimball. 
that hers is but the first of a long line of such gifts from 
our members and friends, which shall serve to place this 
Society on such a firm financial basis that its future shall be 


It is to be hoped 











THE REPAIRS ON 


THE COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE. 


At the time of the purchase of this 
house, on May 16, the Board of 
Trustees wisely determined to reserve 
enough money to pay for ordinary 
repairs on the house, thereby fitting it 
for occupation by a tenant. This was 
arranged by buying the house subject 
to a mortgage of $2000 bearing interest 
at 44%. This left with the Treasurer 
slightly over $1800, which proved 
sufficient to pay for the repairs and for 
a very small amount of restoration 
work. An account of this work should 
be of interest to our members. It was 
carried out under the supervision of 
Mr. Joseph Everett Chandler of Bos- 
ton, and the foreman in charge of the 
work was Mr. Mosher, in the employ 
of T. H. Bogart and Son. 

The most important work was on 
the foundation walls and sills. In 
order to get at these the entire house 
was shored up under the second story 
girts. Examination then revealed the 
condition of the foundation walls to be 
unsatisfactory. These had originally 
been trench walls and were allowing 
much water to leak into the cellar. 
The worst condition was along the 
north wall which received the surface 
drainage from sloping ground in the 
rear. The back of this wall was exca- 
vated and enclosed in a wooden form 
which was then filled with cement and 
stone, making an extremely good cellar 
wall which ought to last indefinitely. 
The end cellar walls were excavated to 
a depth of several feet and repointed 
on the outside. The interior of all the 
walls was repointed and the area ways, 
which were found to be of faulty con- 
struction, were all made over anew. 
It is noteworthy that the front founda- 
tion wall of the house is several feet 
north of the front sill, which was ac- 
cordingly supported on rough stone 
work. This stonework had settled 
badly, causing the front wall of the 
house to settle some two or three 
inches with it. It was deemed unwise 


and unnecessary to repair the settle- 


ment but further settling was pre- 
vented by replacing the crude stone- 
work in the foundation with brick 
piers. The sills were in various con- 
ditions; that on the rear, which was 
comparatively new, was found to be 
in excellent condition. The sills on 
the two ends were apparently original 
and although as seen in the two parlors 
they appeared to be perfectly sound, 
investigation showed this was the only 
sound part about them. They were 
otherwise very badly decayed and 
quite useless for the purpose of sup- 
porting the house. This was the more 
to be regretted as they were very 
picturesque, especially that in the east 
parlor, which showed a_ knot-hole. 
These were all exposed sills with the 
inner edge chamfered. The front sill 
was evidently not original and the 
settlement here had brought the top 
of the sill below the level of the floor, 
which had accordingly been carried to 
the south wall by the insertion of an 
extra strip of narrow board to take the 
place of the settled sill. The ends of 
the studs having mostly rotted an inch 
or two along this wall, were all cut 
back enough to permit the new sill to 
be placed on the same level with rela- 
tion to the floor as the original sill. 
This arrangement restored the original 
appearance of the inner edge of this 
sill projecting into the parlors. All 
these new sills are of Louisiana cypress 
rough-hewn to preserve the old ap- 
pearance. The west end first story 
wall bulged out so badly it was feared 
the studs were all bent or broken. This 
was not the case, however, for they 
were all in good condition but had 
carried away from the inner plaster by 
a slight outward roll of the western 
sill, which had apparently at some time 
been propped up with stones pushed 
in between it and the foundation wall, 
on which it had apparently failed ever 
to rest securely. The parlor floors 
were found to rest on sills of their own 
quite distinct from the house sills. 











So far as investigated, the exterior 
walls are brick filled and near the 
south-eastern angle show signs of much 
tinkering. 

In shoring up the eastern end of the 
house the clapboards were found to be 
nailed onto splendid wide boards with 
edges bevelledand beautifully moulded. 
This same sort of work was found by 
Mr. Chandler on a part of the house of 
the Seven Gables, Salem, and it seems 
possible that it represents the original 
outward appearance of many of our 
17th century houses. The framework 
was sometimes covered by nailing 
clapboards directly onto the studding, 
examples of which have been occasion- 
ally found, and apparently sometimes 
too by nailing on boards, of which 
the bevelled and moulded specimens 
in this house and the Seven Gables 
are good examples. The combination 
of rough boards and clapboards seems 
to have come in later. 

Owing to the fact that the clap- 
boards here are in perfect condition, 





there was no need of uncovering much 
of the frame work of the house from 
the outside, and as the interior plaster- 
ing was sound there was no opportu- 
nity of examining it from the inside. 
Enough was done in a small way, 
nevertheless, to get a general idea of 
the condition of posts, girts and plates. 
These were found to be on the whole 
in very fair condition, with the excep- 
tion of the following three places: 
The bottom of the post to the west of 
the front door was found to be in very 
poor condition, barely twenty per cent 
of its diameter remaining intact. This 
necessitated the replacing of the lower 
portion with new wood, which was 
successfully done. The other pieces of 
decayed frame were unluckily the two 
projecting plate ends on which the 
overhanging gable was supposed to 
rest. It had been hoped that on 
removing the external casing interest- 
ing moulding would be disclosed on 
these ends, but instead of that it was 
found that they were entirely rotted 





COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE, 


removal of the wall paper. 


The door is of later date. 


CAMBRIDGE. . 
North wall of the east chamber, showing the fine old sheathing uncovered after the 


The bedstead is the prop- 


erty of the Society, a gift from Miss Martha Anna Clarke and Mr. George Kuhn 


Clarke. 


Sarah Frost Bemel. 





13 


The canopy and counterpane are presents from Miss Bertha Frost and Mrs. 








away. ‘The decay was so bad that the 
gable had absolutely no support at 
this point and was kept in place solely 
by virtue of the nails and pins in its 
clapboards, boards, studs, rafters, and 
shingled roof. This damage was very 
skilfully restored by scarfing a new end 
about five feet long into the sound 
portion of each remaining plate. In 
doing this work, as well as that on the 
ground floor posts, the removal of 
modern plaster revealed the o1iginal 
frame and boards covered with white- 
wash, which was doubtless the orig- 
inal condition of the house unless the 
whitewash was applied later, perhaps 
as a means of cleaning woodwork 
blackened by smoke or for the purpose 
of making the house brighter within. 
The outside of the house was re- 
painted white with green blinds. The 
front slope of the roof was reshingled 


with large hand-riven shingles of 
Louisiana cypress, showing’ extra 


length to the weather, which should 
prove very durable and certainly add 
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COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE, 


greatly to the appearance of the house. 
The rear slope being in tolerably good 
condition was simply patched where 
necessary. 

The chimney top was repointed or 
relaid as needed, and the flashing 
around chimney and skylights re- 
paired. The chimney itself is original 
and very fine. It was found to be in 
excellent condition, save only at about 
the level of the garret floor, at which 
point so much of its interior lining had 
fallen in as to make a bad fire risk. 
This damage was very carefully re- 
paired and suggests an unseen and 
obscure source of danger which doubt- 
less causes the loss of many old houses 
apparently safe and sound. The two 
chamber fireplaces were at one time 
reduced in size and it was deemed 
inexpedient to incur the expense of 
restoring them to their original size, 
but the restoration of the original 
parlor fireplaces was a pleasure not to 
be denied. The illustrations accom- 
panying this text show plainly what 





CAMBRIDGE. 


Fireplace in east room after removing the two later fireplaces which blocked 
its entrance. 
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was the condition of these fireplaces 
before restoration. They had simply 
been reduced in size and otherwise 
hardly injured at all. The east room 
fireplace had been twice reduced in 
size and the last time surrounded with 
a beautiful set of blue tiles. These 
tiles were carefully removed and it is 
proposed to frame them for exhibition 
either in the room or in the Society’s 
museum. This entire fireplace was 
within one slightly larger which in its 
turn was within the original fireplace. 
When the removal of the mass of 
bricks constituting the two later fire- 
places was accomplished the original 
fireplace stood uncovered for the first 
time in many years, perhaps as many 
as one hundred and fifty years. It 
was found to be in almost perfect 
condition and of superb dimensions. 
The bricks ot the hearth needed re- 
cementing and some few bricks in the 
herring-bone panel at the back were 
dangerously disintegrated and _ re- 
placed with others, and a dozen or so 
of fallen bncks had to be replaced 
about the entrances to the two ovens, 
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the third fireplace. The second 
moulding on which the pictures rest. 


HOUSE, 


Fireplace in west room before restoration. 





which are built across the square 
corners of the fireplace. The presence 
of these long-forgotten ovens explains 
the last item in the following extract 
from the will of Walter Cooper, grand- 
son of the builder: “I will that my 
beloved wife, Martha, should have out 
ot my movable property, 40 pounds, 
lawful money, also my silver cup and 
my mare and chair and the best cow 
and one of the pigs. I also will 
that she should have the west half of 
my dwelling house and the liberty of 
the ovens in t’other room.”’ As this 
Walter died in 1751 it is evident that 
the later fireplace, which hid these 
ovens, was not built until afterwards. 
The dimensions of this fireplace are as 
follows: width of opening, 7 feet 21% 
inches; height to mantel tree, 4 feet 
2:6 inches; depth, 3 feet 8 inches. 

The fireplace in the west parlor was 
found to have gone through the same 
process of alteration as that in the 
other room, two fireplaces having been 
built within the original one. The 


last of these two fireplaces was faced 
with black marble which was wholly 





CAMBRIDGE. 
The fire is seen burning in the latest, 


fireplace was larger, coming just inside of the 
The original freplace was even wider and 


deeper, as shown in the illustration on page 14. 
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out of keeping with the character of 
the room. The removal of these two 
later fireplaces revealed the original 
fireplace in even more perfect condition 
than that in the other room so far as 
brickwork was concerned, but entirely 
lacking its mantel-tree. This was an 
amazing loss and is not wholly explic- 
able unless it should have at some time 
caught fire, perhaps in the blaze re- 
corded as taking place in this very 
room in 1820, and been removed when 
the fireplace was first reduced in size. 
Very fortunately the exact shape and 
size of this stick were indicated by the 
condition of the adjoining brick and 
plaster, so that there was no difficulty 
in replacing it. The new tree in this 
room has not been chamfered, al- 
though the old tree in the other room 
bears a slight chamfer. The fireplace 
has a herring-bone panel at the back, 
curved corners, and no ovens. Its 
dimensions are as follows: width, 6 
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feet, 7 inches; height, 4 feet, 2t¢ inches: 
depth, 2 feet, 10té inches. 

Throughout the house the painted 
woodwork was repainted, with the 
exception of the west chamber which 
has been left chestnut grained, and the 
east parlor from which the’ paint was 
removed. The wall paper on the 
north wall of the east chamber was 
found to be simply pasted on muslin 
which was tacked along the edges. 
On removing this paper some fine old 
sheathing was found beneath. This 
has been left unpainted, as it was 
found. Old-fashioned wall papers were 
hung on the front hall and all the rooms 
excepting the east parlor. 

The plumbing was overhauled, and 
a new furnace installed in the cellar. 

The only attempt at restoration by 
the removal of paint was in the east 
parlor. In this room the paint on the 
frame timbers, a few boards of sheath- 
ing, and the doors, was removed with 
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Fireplace in west room after removing the two later fireplaces which blocked its 


entrance. 


The original mantel-tree had disappeared, but indisputable evidence of its 


dimensions was found and the mantel-tree shown here, follows these exactly. 















adelyte and other substances. The 
wood was then treated with butcher’s 
wax, giving it arich brown tone. The 
new sills were somewhat darkened to 
match. The result of this was to 
improve the appearance of the room 
greatly and there now remains but 
little to do in order to restore the room 
completely. The ceiling will probably 
be removed this spring, exposing the 
floor joists above, but when this is done 
the floor boards of the east chamber, 
which are narrow and comparatively 
new, will have to be replaced by old 
broad boards, a supply of which has 
lately been purchased for this very 
purpose. Tothe left of the fireplace 
a false wall had sometime been built 
about a foot in front of the old wall, 
and for no apparent reason. On re- 
moving this, a papered wall was ex- 
posed. This paper was carefully re- 
moved and found to consist of three 
layers, of which the middle layer was 
deemed worthy of careful preserva- 
tion in our museum. The bottom 
layer was found to be pasted onto 
some painted sheathing, from which 
the paint was then removed. 


~~ 
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Fireplace in east room before restoration. 





In the middle of this sheathing is a 
plain board of wholly different work- 
manship which would seem to indicate 
that at one time there had been a door 
or a closet at this point. In case this 
theory should be correct, the stairs 
must originally have gone up from left 
to right instead of from right to left as 
they now do. 

The windows in the east parlor 
should be restored to their old shape 
and style in order to be in harmony 
with the rest of the room, but it is 
necessary to postpone the restoration 
of the windows here and all over the 
house until some future time. 

As a matter of record we wish to 
state that the only new wood put into 
the house during all this work was as 
follows: front sills, end sills, new east 
ends to the front and back plates, a 
small board in the east parlor ceiling 
between the chimney girt and the 
sheathing, and some door sills. A few 
slivers of wood fitted into cracks to 
make them dust and wind proof are 
too negligible to be worth recording. 

These repairs and restorations have 
made the house well worthy of a visit 
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The freplace shown here is the third, 


being built inside of a second, which in its turn was built inside of the original fire 
place shown on page 16. 
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from everyone interested in our 17th 
century archtecture. It should be 
borne in mind, however, that the 
house as it stands represents no one 








rather a 17th 


but 
house with 18th century modifications 
and 19th century conveniences. 


period, century 
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COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE, CAMBRIDGE. 
Plan showing the house lot which the Society owns, and the adjoining 


corner lot which it hopes to buy, by subscription among its friends. 


THE CAMPAIGN TO 

Now that the Cooper-Austin house 
in Cambridge has been bought, there 
is a very strong feeling that the adjoin- 
ing lot on the corner of Linnaean and 
Agassiz Streets should be bought too. 
A glance at the accompanying plan 
will make the situation clear. At the 
time the house was bought the Society 
was able to restrict this corner loi 
along the party line only, the restric- 
tion binding the owners of the corner 
lot not to build within eight feet of the 
Society’sline. This restriction expires 
in 1932. There is no restriction on the 


Linnaean Street front of the lot, which 
may be built on right up to the side- 
walk. The present building tendency 
in this neighborhood is such that a large 
apartment house will almost certainly 
be built on this corner if the Society 
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THE CORNER LOT 

not buy it. Such a_ building 
would effectually hide the view of the 
old house when approaching it from 
Massachusetts Avenue, and would 
overshadow it from every point ol 


does 


view. Moreover, it would increase 
the fire risk materially, and ruin the 
present appropriate setting of the 
house. In order to avoid so un- 


fortunate a condition an effort 1s 
being made by our Cambridge mem- 
bers to raise enough money to buy 
this corner lot on behalf of the Society. 
The price is seventy cents per foot, 
which for 5,578 feet makes a total of 
$3904.60. Mrs. Silvio M. de Gozzaldi 
and Mr. Francis H. Bigelow of Cam- 
bridge, have offered their services to 
raise this fund, and those interested 
should correspond with them. 








The following subscriptions have 
been received to date: 
Anonymous $0.50 
Mrs. A. H. Belo, Cambridge 50.00 


Mrs. William C. Brooks and Miss Rose 
Churchill OU 


Mrs. Allen F. Carpenter, Somerville 1.00 
Mr. George Kuhn Clarke 50.00 
Mrs. W. Scott Fitz, Boston 50.00 
A Friend 25.00 
Mrs. Silvio M. de Gozzaldi, Cambridge 8.00 
Hannah Winthrop Chapter, D. A. R. 20.00 
Mr. Frank W. Hastings, Cambridge 1.00 
Mrs. Austin Holden, Newton, 5.00 


Miss Elizabeth G. Houghton, Boston 300.00 
Mrs. Frederick C. Howe, Cambridge 50 
Miss Agnes W. Lincoln, Medford 5.00 
Massachusetts Society Colonial Dames 200.00 





Mrs. J. H. Morison, Boston 100.00 
Mr. Grenville H. Norcross, Boston 25.00 
Miss Katherine E. Parsons, Cambridge — 1.00 
Miss Annie S. Penfield, Boston 5.00 
Mrs. Coolidge S. Roberts, Cambrilge — 15.00 
Mr. H. B. Russell 2.00 
Mr. Wm. R. Thayer, Cambndge 10.00 
Mrs. Andrew C. Wheelwright, Boston 25.00 

$899.50) 


Messrs. W. A. Mason & Son, Surveyors, 
Cambridgeport, have contributed a receipted 
Intl for $5.00 for services rendered in estimat- 
ing the area of this lot. 

An additional subscription has been 
promised by the Stone Family Association. 





Additional Cooper-Austin house sub- 
scriptions have been received as fol- 
lows: 


Anonymous $5.00 
Mrs. Dwight W. Ensign, Cambridge 
(second subscription) 25.00 
Anonymous 100.00 
Massachusetts Society Colonial Dames 10.00 
Stone Family Association Additional: 
Mrs. Edward L. Barnes, 
Philadelphia $5.00 
Mr. William Arthur Wing, New 
Bedford o0 
——__ 5.00 
Prof. and Mrs. Robert W. Willson, 
Cambridge 50.00 


$195.50 


The following-errors were made in 


the list of subscriptions printed in 
Bulletin Number Seven: 


or Mrs. Charles Bowen read Ni rs. 


Francis Bowen $50.00 
For Miss Margaret S. Hall read Mr. 

William S. Hall 10.00 
For Mrs. J. S. Swain read Mrs. J. 5. 

Swaim 5.00 


RECENT IMPROVEMENTS Al 
THE SWETT-ILSLEY HOUSE 
NEWBURY, MASS. 


The greatest improvement to the 
Ilsley house property since the last 
Bulletin appeared has been the con- 
struction of a cesspool behind the 
house to take the discharge from the 
kitchen sinks. This cesspool has been 
made large enough to meet all likely 
needs of the future, making easier 
the installation of modern plumbing 
at some later date. 

The fence on the south side has been 
removed, and a new one set up nearer 
the house. For many years the fence 
four feet from this end of the 
house, although the line was but two 
feet away. A change of owners to the 


stood 


south resulted in placing the fence 





19 


once more on the line, thereby nar- 
rowing the passageway around this 
end from four to two feet. 

The thorough restoration of the 
Ilsley house is an urgent need, and 
fully four thousand dollars should be 
reserved for this purpose, even though 
it may not all be needed. The mort- 


gage of one thousand dollars will 
probably be paid off within three 


years at most, and apparently the 
restoration must be put off until after- 
wards. It would, however, be much 
better to do this work fmmediately. 
Contributions for this purpose are 
much needed and will be gratefully 
received. 








THE RENOVATION 





OF 


THE SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE 
DANVERSPORT, MASS. 


The last six months have witnessed 
the renovation of the Samuel Fowler 
house in Danversport — the Society’s 
second acquisition— preparatory to 
its occupation in the near future by 
the Misses Fowler. An account of 
this work may be of interest to our 
members, and should be permanently 
recorded for the guidance of future 
students of the house. 

The structural alterations have been 
few, and accomplished with a minimum 
of change in the appearance and plan. 
The brickwork of the house was found 
to be almost everywhere perfectly 


sound. A decayed window casing had 
caused the derangement of some 
bricks above, damage which was 


easily repaired. Three of the large 
bricks in the cornice had fallen out, 
and as it was impossible to replace 
these with bricks of the same size, 
false bricks were made of cement, 
and now that this cornice has been 
repainted white the false cannot 
be distinguished from the genuine 
brickwork. Five of the window sills 
had rotted so badly as to require 
removal. These were of first-class 
quality white pine, three feet by nine 
inches by four inches, and it proved 
so difficult to replace these with white 
pine of the same quality that Maryland 
cedar was used instead. This was a 
very complicated bit of work, involving 
the temporary removal of exterior 
brickwork as well as interior panelling. 
Other exterior work on the main 
house consisted in overhauling all 
glazing and renewing some sashes and 
stiles; resetting the steps to the street 
doors; painting doors and blinds green 
and wood trim white; repairing sky- 
light window and roof railing; re- 
shingling parts of the roof, repairing 
gutters, and putting some new finish 
in the coving. 





The door to the garden being on 
the shady side of the house had decayed 
somewhat in its lower portion, and a 
part of this door, as well as the casing 
in the neighboring hall, had to be 
repaired with new wood. Just outside, 
the hand rail on the ironwork of the 
garden steps had mostly disappeared, 
and the carpenter had an excellent 
opportunity to show some of the 
painstaking care he used throughout 
the house, great trouble being taken 
to reproduce exactly the old hand 
rail. A path was built from these 
steps to the street and a gate made 
in the fence. The ugly modern hood 
over the Liberty Street door was 
removed, thereby restoring this door- 
way to its original appearance. The 
three doors to the main house required 
one or more new panels in each, two 
new jambs and repairs on the door 
frames. 

The wooden sheds and outbuildings 
forming the ell have been somewhat 
altered both inside and out, but since 
they were not contemporaneous with 
the house there was no reason why 
they should not be made over to suit 
the convenience of our life tenants. 
The Liberty Street side of the ell, which 
had bulged out considerably, was 
again made true. The roof was almost 
entirely reshingled and the sides were 
painted gray. Other work was as 
follows: New sills and floors; stalls 
and doorways rearranged; wooden 
latticework screen made and set up; 
steps repaired or renewed, and window 
frames renewed. Finally, on _ the 
second story level a doorway was cut 
through the fourteen-inch brick wall 
between the kitchen chamber and the 
ell loft, and the door here was lined 
with tin for better protection against 
fire. It gives access to a new stair- 
case and outer door in the ell, by 





means of which the second story of 
the house has a back door of its own. 
A small portion of the ell roof was 
raised to give the necessary head 
room where the steps from the kitchen 
chamber entered the ell. 

In the cellar of the main house five 
new brick piers were built and five 
new wooden posts set up. The bulk- 
head jamb of wood and brick was re- 
paired and so were parts of the sills. 
Three of the cellar windows required 
new frames. 

The addition of a hot water heating 
plant proved to be a necessity, and 
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fortunately it was found possible to 
connect the fire box with the second 
flue of the dining room chimney with- 
out in any way interfering with the 
dining room fireplace, a wholly un- 


expected bit of good fortune. The 
radiators throughout the house will 
be placed to suit the convenience of our 
tenants, and there can be no doubt 
but that some skill will be needed if 
these utilitarian features are to har- 
monize with the beautiful interiors of 
the rooms. 

The introduction of modern plumb- 
ing proved to be a much simpler 
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FLOOR PLANS. 
Prepared by George C. Wales, Architect. 
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undertaking than expected, the house 
adapting itself admirably to the 
change. Two bath rooms were in- 
stalled in the second story and a 
toilet room on the first floor. One 
bath room isin a corner of the kitchen 
chamber and receives its light from a 
new skylight in the roof. It is placed 
directly over the top of the back 
staircase, which is not to be used during 
the Misses Fowler’s tenancy. The 
staircase, which is of the simplest 
kind, has not been removed, but 
merely floored over, and can be put 
back into its original condition when- 
ever required, and the hath room 
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SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE. 


door and much interior finish were 
made by hand, great care being taken 
to reproduce the old exactly. Im- 
mediately below, in the dining room 
closet, a toilet room was introduced, 
also involving a hard wood floor and 
complete rearrangement of the closet 
space. All this plumbing drains into 
a large cesspool near the southeastern 
angle of the house. 

Other interior alterations were ag 
follows: Four fireplaces which were 
bricked up were reopened and hearths 
reset, and the marble lining around 
the opening of the sitting room fire- 
place was replaced. 
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New wall paper in parlor the gift of one of our members. 


given up or placed elsewhere. Run- 
ning water and sinks have also been 
placed in this same kitchen chamber. 

The other bath room is in the south- 
ern end of the second story cross hall. 
In order to get room for it the southerly 
closet of the sitting room chamber 
had to be demolished. It was but a 
very thin wall of unmatched boards, 
which can be replaced at any time 
if desired. This bath room, like the 
other, has a hard wood floor and the 
latest and best equipment. A new 


All the ceilings have been white- 
washed and cracks filled and repaired 
by screwing pieces of tin through the 
plaster into the ceiling lathing and 
then whitening the whole. The entire 
interior of the house has been re- 
painted with the exception of the 
front hall, of which only a portion was 
retouched. 

In the dining room the floor joists 
required attention and a portion of the 
top floor was repaired. In a corner 
near the chimney a copper boiler was 
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screened off to be heated by gas 
for use in the adjoining wash bowls 

In the kitchen the floor was found 
to be in bad condition, requiring many 
new floor joists, a new under floor, 
and a new maple top floor. The brick 
arch on which the kitchen hearth 
rested had crumbled to pieces and 
was replaced. An excellent pantry 
closet was built in a corner of the 
kitchen, and minor changes involved a 
new sink frame and some other details. 

In various parts of the house, 
where Miss Fowler’s convenience re- 
quired, the window shutters were 
cut in two in order to permit clos- 
ing the lower half while the upper is 
open. 

The most noticeable improvement in 
the house consists in the wall papers 
which take the place of all which were 
not distinctly old or good. Readers 
of our sixth Bulletin will recollect that 
the chief glory of the house is its 
superb wall paper in the front hall. 
Of the other papers on the ground 
floor, but one had either age or merit — 
a Victorian sporting paper in the 
vestibule near the south door, and 





SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE. 
New paper over parlor mantel. 
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SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE. 

Corner of sitting room showing new 
paper, the gift of one of our members. 
this has been retained. Of the new 
papers that in the parlor is by far 
the finest. It isa paper known as the 
Roman Chase, printed by Zuber & 
Co. from the old blocks. The Society 
is indebted to its Treasurer, Mr. 
William C. Endicott, for the gift of 
this very fine paper. 

Upstairs the garden chamber and 
parlor chamber retain their papers, and 
these are very good and old, although 
almost certainly not as old as the 
house. The paper in the dining room 
chamber is fairly old and fairly good 
and has been preserved, and the same 
may be said of the paper in the back 
hall. The papers in the remaining 
rooms upstairs and down were new, 
and being out of keeping with the 
house, were removed, and in place 
of them were hung fresh papers, care 
being taken to choose reproductions 
of old papers or papers having a dis- 
tinctly old-fashioned appearance. The 
rooms involved were, on the ground 
floor the garden room, dining room and 
sitting room, and on the second floor 
the middle room and sitting room 
chamber. These papers were all a 
gift from one of our members, and 
were chosen by the Misses Fowler 
from among many samples submitted 











to them. The hanging of all these 
papers improved the house greatly, 
and it may truthfully be said that an 
old house of the period of wall papers 
depends largely on the choice of the 
papers for its proper sciting. When 
it 1s added that the Misses Fowler 


have inherited a large quantity of 
5 1 

very good old furniture, including 

some choice pieces, and that the 


greater part of this dates back to Mr. 
Samucl Fowler himself, 1t can readily 
be understood that the house 1s 
rapidly assuming a very beautiful 
and interesting appearance. 

[t will be remembered that by the 
terms on which the Society acquired 
this property all these improvements 
were to be installed without cost to 
the Society. As 1t turned out, how- 
ever, the cost of this renovation was 
so greatly in excess of the original 
estimates that 


the Society agreed to 


THE SHIRLEY-EUSTIS 





pay a portion of the cost of instal- 
ling the heating plant, but not over 
$200. The net result of all this work 
is to leave the house 1n splendid condi- 
tion, and well worthy the inspection of 
our members on the day and hour 
specified in our Bulletin Number 
Seven, namely, Wednesday from two 
to four. 

The society still owes $420 of the 
purchase price of this house, and as 
this debt is without time limit or 
interest charge the Board of Trustees 
plans, as a point. of honor, to make 
its payment take precedence over all 
other obligations. 

Some time in the spring the Trustees 
propose to give 1n the house a luncheon 
to Miss Heloise Mever, whose patron's 
membership dues of one thousand 
dollars alone made the acquisition of 
this house a possibility. 





HOUSE 


ASSOCIATION 


Qur Society met with very tolerable 
success in its effort to raise money 
for the purchase and preservation of 
the Shirley-Eustis house in Roxbury, 
but for reasons stated below it was 
decided to drop the project and pul 
it into the hands of a special associa- 
tion formed for that purpose. 

In spite of the 
achieved, it seemed certain that if 
this Society bought the property it 
would have to do so subject to a large 
mortgage, larger even than the total 
present indel tedness of the Society 
and it is to be borne in mind that all 
of our real estate is encumbered 
so that Mr. Endicott, our Treasurer, 
felt this would be an unwise step to 
take unless there was reason to believe 
the house would be income-producing 
to the extent of being self-supporting. 

There would apparently be two 
ways of deriving an income from the 
property. It might be let to tenants 
or it might be thrown open to the 


success we had 





public as a show house on payment 
of an admission fee. A tenant who 
could use such a house as this as a 


residence would be certain to prefer 
another neighborhood, and those of 
our friends most interested in_ the 
house were strongly opposed to any 
use of the house other than as a show 
house. While there 1s good reason 
to suppose that the house could in 
this way be made to pay its up- 
keep, the fact remains that this 1s 
a means of maintenance which this 
Society has never yet tmed, and 1s 
badly equipped to attempt. 

This being the case it seemed wiser 
to put the whole project into the 
hands of a new association formed for 
the purpose of taking care of this 
particular house, if not permanently, 
at least until its future is definitely 
decided on. The meeting of the in- 
corporators was held on Saturday, 
January 11, 1912, in the office of Mr. 
Charles S. Hamlin, and the Association 

















was formed with the following officers: 


President, Mrs. Dwight M. Prouty, 
Treasurer, Mr. Charles F. Read, 


Mrs. Nelson VY. 
Joston, 
Directors, 


Secretary, Titus, 6 
Beacon St., 
Board 
officiis, and 
Mrs. Charles S. Hamlin, 

Miss Edith Andrew, 


the officers ex- 





Our Preservation Society will doubt- 


less turn over to the Shirley-Eustis 
House Association such amounts as 


it has already been able to raise, and 
there can be no doubt of the success 
of the new Association’s work. 
Subseriptions are earnestly _ re- 
quested. Checks should be made 
payable to the “‘ Shirley-Eustis House 


Mr. Dwight M. Prouty, Association”’ and sent to the Treas- 
Mr. Henry D. Sleeper, urer, Mr. Charles F. Read, Bostonian 
Mr. Oliver D. Greene, society, Old State House, Boston or to 
Mr. W. Sumner Appleton. Mrs. Titus, 6 Beacon St. Boston. 
BULLETIN OF 
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We are asked by Miss Small to state that 
she regrets being unable to receive visitors 
to the Ilsley house during the winter time. 
Next summer they will be welcome as 
usual. 


Miss Small has called the editor’ 
to an error on page 10 of the 

The statement is there made that ‘‘ Miss 
Small assures us that the chimney in this 
northern end 1s comparatively new, and takes 
the place of one but little smaller than that 
still standing in the original house, which is 
enormous.” 

What Miss Small really said was that the 


attention 
fourth Bullet tin. 


chimney in _ the middle kitchen is recent 
nineteenth century work, built since the 
| marriage of her mother. The change in the 
chimney at the north end consisted in the 


removal of the oven, which took place within 


Miss Small’s recollection. The oven in the 
big central chimney was taken out about 


twenty-one years ago. 


The Corresponding Secretary has had the 
pleasure of addressing the Massachusetts 
Society of Daughters of Founders and 
Patriots of America and the Faneuil Hall 
Chapter, D. A. R. at the Cooper-Austin 
house, also the Warren and Prescott Chapter, 
D. A. R. at one of as naetnge. 


President Bolton was the guest of the New 
England Society of New Y ork for the purpose 
of giving an address on old New England 
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illustrated by thirty-four lantern 


A quantity of hand-riven shingles remained 
unused at the completion of the work on the 


Cooper-Austin house. These were turned 
over to Mr. Walter Lippincott for use in 
repairing the Major John Bradford house 
In Kingston. If the Society had $2000 

lable for repairs on this house it could 


afford to accept the verv generous offer of 
the owners, to present it to the Society as 
a memorial to their mother, a descendant 
of Major John Bradford. 

The Misses Fowler ask us to imsert 
the following notice: 


To Let—In the old Samuel Fowler house, 


built 1809, Danversport, Mass., suite of 
three rooms and kitchen, running water, 
bath room, and shed. Price $15 per month. 


One dollar extra per month for heating one 
room during winter. 


ROOM 
in 


TEA 


Cooper-Austin House 


Lunch and afternoon tea served in the old 
east room beside the large fireplace. The 
house is furnished with antiques which are for 
sale. F 

Mrs. F. E. Storer 
21 Linnaean Street, 
Cambridge 1118 M. 








LATEST VIEW OF THE COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE. 
Taken after the renovation of 1912. 


OUR GREATEST NEED—NEW MEMBERS 

The editor has often been asked whether it pays to distribute two mem 
bership application blanks with each member's copy of the Bulletin. The 
answer is emphatically, Yes, it does pay.’’ The cost of printing two 
thousand application blanks is less than six dollars, which would be repaid 
by three new Associate Members’ dues. As a matter of fact, however, Life, 
Active and Associate Members have all been secured in this way in consider 
able numbers, so that although only comparatively few of our members have 
made successful use of these application blanks, the investment has proved a 
paying one for the Society. The only regret is that many more members 
are not obtained in this way, for the greatest service the old members can 
render the Society is to help increase its membership. 

We have now about 870 members, whose dues average about $3 a year, 
or $2,600. There would be no increase in running expenses if this member- 
ship were doubled or tripled, and the extra income could be used with telling 
effect in a number of ways- For instance, in one year it would almost pay 
off the Society’s mortgages, or it would make a sufficient nucleus to guar- 
antee the purchase of any house the Society might desire to buy, or it could 
be used to great advantage in museum work, or it would add about five 
thousand photographs to the library. In view of these facts members are 
earnestly requested to place these application blanks in the hands of persons 
apt to be interested. 











THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 


NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


9 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1912-1913 


President 
Vice- Presidents 
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Connecticut 
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Treasurer 
Rec. Secretary 
Cor. Secretary 
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Dr. Charles M. Green, 
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The organization of The Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities marks an important departure from the 
usual form of antiquarian societies, Its sole object is fully indi- 
cated by its name. The most important antiquities to be pre- 
served are houses built in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
and in the first years of the nineteenth. The income of the 
Society, including membership dues and income from Life Mem- 
bership Fund will be used to obtain possession of the best of them. 
Each house purchased will be restored, if need be, and whenever 
feasible let to tenants under proper restrictions for the purpose of 
obtaining its best care and preservation. Some houses of sur- 
passing interest which may be owned by the Society will probably 
always be open to the public, and maintained solely as memorials. 
Eventually it will be the Society’s plan to preserve smaller anti- 
quities in a museum, sectional and national in character, conveni- 
ently placed in a fireproof building in Boston. 


A very large membership is absolutely essential to the success 
of this Society, just as the Society is essential to the preservation 
of our fast vanishing antiquities. Persons wishing to become 


members should apply, enclosing cheque payable to Mr. William 
C. Endicott, to the Corresponding Secretary, Mr. W. Sumner 
Appleton, 9 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. The classes of mem- 
bership are: Life, $50; Active, $5 per year; Associate, $2 per 
year. All members receive the Bulletin, but associate members 
may not vote or hold office. 


The Society now owns: 
The Swett-Ilsley house, Newbury, about 1670. 
The Samuel Fowler house, Danversport, 1809. 
The Cooper-Austin house, Cambridge, about 1657. 
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